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Outstanding Women of Today 
… Builders of Tomorrow 
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Friday, October 10, 2008 
Hyatt Regency North Dallas/Richardson 
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The One Book selection for 2008 
is Before You Know Kindness  

by Chris Bohjalian.  
 

Altrusans are needed to help 
as ushers at the “Meet the 
Author” event.  Please sign 
up to help  September 16, 
2008 at Richardson High 
School . 
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September has been recognized across the nation as National 
Literacy Month, with Sept. 8 being the official day of literacy. 
Across the nation, and around the world, campaigns have been 
organized, especially this month, to encourage reading and the 
understanding of literature. A question raised during this month is 
the importance of reading and writing, and why sometimes 
illiteracy is such a difficult obstacle to overcome. 
 

The gift of reading opens the door to a world of imagination, enrichment and economic opportunity like no 
other. As Emily Dickinson once said, “A book … is the chariot that bears the human soul.”  
 
The ability to read and write is fundamental to leading a full and productive life. In our knowledge-based 
society, literacy is the building block of lifelong learning, and proficient literacy skills equip people with the 
tools needed to provide for themselves and their families.  
 
As we celebrate National Literacy Month in September, we reinforce the importance of literacy to achieving 
people’s dreams. All Altrusans are encouraged to join in the effort to improve literacy among adults and instill 
in our young people an appreciation for the gift of reading.  
 
In 1977, Altrusa became the first volunteer service group to adopt literacy as the focus of its community 
activities. In response, the Altrusa International Foundation incorporated "Action for Literacy" into its 
philanthropic focus and established the ABC Literacy Grants program.. The Foundation has supported the 
efforts of countless local literacy councils and programs through its literacy awards. Therefore, several 
literacy activities are planned in September; please do your part to participate. 
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B.Y.O.B.B. 

Bring Your Own Books and Beverage“ 

Come celebrate World Literacy Day   

September  9, 2008   

6:30 pm at the home of Lois Ferrara 
Attendees are asked to bring books to swap and 
trade.  All remaining books will be taken to the 

Richardson Public Library for the  

Friends of the Library Book Sale�
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The International Day of Peace was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1981 for “commemorating and 
strengthening the ideals of peace within and among all nations and people”.  Twenty years later, the General Assembly set 21 
September as the date to observe the occasion annually as a “day of global ceasefire and non-violence… through education and 
public awareness and to cooperate in the establishment of a global ceasefire”.  This year, as we commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as the 60th anniversary of UN peacekeeping, the Day offers an opportunity to 
spotlight the crucial relationship between peace and human rights, which are increasingly recognized as inseparable. In the 
aftermath of World War II, world leaders acknowledged that “disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous 

acts” and have prevented the “advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy…freedom from fear and want”.  Today, we are still 
struggling to achieve this vision. Too many conflicts, from wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to conflicts in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
and Darfur, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, cause unnecessary loss of life and have a devastating impact on the 
structures that maintain societies, such as education, health and justice systems and the maintenance of law and order. �"�
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The club initiated (pictured L-R) Katherine 
Gilblom, Cindy McIntyre, and Sally Crawford as 
new members at the August business meeting. 
 

Katherine Gilblom is a National Account 
Manager of Dei Rossi Corporate Ware. She has 
a background in sales and New York is her 
favorite place.  She is excited to become involved 
in Altrusa’s many activities and share her talents.  
She is a mother of five and has been involved 
with various organizations related to her 
children’s activities. 
 

Cindy McIntyre is a program specialist at 
Southern Methodist University at the Plano 
campus.  She enjoys playing bridge, 
scrapbooking and reading; the most interesting 
place she has visited is Greece.  She is past president of the Symphony Guild of Richardson and 
active in church service groups. Altrusa gives Cindy an opportunity to give back to the community. 
 

Sally Crawford , an attorney and partner in the Jones Day law firm, practices in the area of 
corporate/transaction law.  She is Director of the Dallas Bar Association Community Service Fund 
and was named Pro Bono Attorney of the Year by the Dallas Bar Association in 2004 and for the 
State of Texas in 2005. 
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Members are asked to bring children's 
books, preferably in Spanish, to a 

S e p t e m b e r  o r 
October meeting so 
the club can donate 
the books.  

The Altrusa Motto,  
Patriotism-Efficiency-Service  

was adopted in 1925.  
These are the ideals by which  

we are guided. 
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Seniors Committee would love 
to have you join the fun and 
excitement of ATRIA BINGO 

 Wednesday, Sept 10th  

6:15pm - 7:15 pm 

Atria Senior Living Center 
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What is it and how does it help our community?  

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission 
started  the “Loan Star Libraries” Grant Program  
to provide direct grants-in-aid to public libraries that 
are members of the Texas Library System (like the 
Richardson Public Library)  for the following 
purpose: to provide an incentive for local 
communities to extend public library services 
without charge to those residing outside each 
library's local legal service area in order to improve 

library services statewide and improve access to public library 
resources and services for all Texans. 

Senior Committee will be “on the move” and needing 
BOOKMOVERS Friday, September 26 and Saturday, September 
27, 2008.  Four volunteers are needed for each shift. For 
information or to volunteer, contact Gloria Sandoval. 
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September 13  

11 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
11:00 a.m. Moment of Silence  

in Remembrance of Sept. 11, 2001.  
City Hall/Civic Center Fountain Plaza 

  
New for this year, Richardson’s “Going GREEN”:  
Visit the EXPO in the Civic Center featuring over 
50 Social, Civic, Arts, Service, and Educational 
organizations in your community – including the 
ALTRUSA BOOTH. Learn about the resources 
and opportunities available in this amazing 
community! 
  
Volunteers are needed for numerous shifts 
throughout the event at the outdoor craft booth as 
well as the indoor club membership information 
booth.  Contact Jan Skinner to work a shift. 

The Leadership Committee invites you to 
“Organize or Agonize”.  In today’s busy 
world, it is hard to keep in all in order and 
still keep your sanity!!  So, you are invited 
to this informative and fun training presen-
tation to help you keep it all together.  Test 
your Time Management Skills and learn 
ways to more effectively mange your time 
in your various roles in life at home, work, 
church and organizations.  
 
When: Sat., Sept. 13, 2008 
            9:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Where:  
1st Community Bank Richardson,  
Motorbank Community Room,  
429 Belle Grove, Richardson, Tx  
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United Cerebral Palsy of North Texas (UCP) held their annual fundraiser 
(formerly known as the Elvis Run) on Saturday, August 16 th.  Those 
representing the Altrusa of Richardson “Team”  that day were Kim 
Kierce, Janice & David Swallow, Bobbi Klein, Betsy Meggs, Pam 
Schmidt, Cindy Murray, and Gloria & Isaac Sandoval, their daughter 
Trisha Hoffman and their granddaughters Kaitlin & Megan Hoffman,   

David and Pam ran in the actual run while the remaining Altrusans walked with the Ability House 
residents.  Kim provided a wonderful race day banner and special signs that we wore that identified 
us as Ability House 6 & Altrusa .  Ability House residents Nina, Vera, Josie, Shelley, Shawn and Ed 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and the beautiful weather.  Money raised will be used to fund UCP.  You 
can find out more about UCP at their website: www.ucpdallas.com. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the next Ability House activity, the UTD Sounds of Class Concert on 
Saturday, September 27 th.  Be looking 
for more details. 
 

Cindy Murray 
Ability House  
Co-Chair 
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“ Synergy is the 
highest activity of 

life; it creates  
new, untapped 
alternatives; it 

values and 
exploits the 

mental, emotional, 
and psychological 

differences 
between people .” 

Stephen Covey   
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“  Coming together is a 
beginning. 

Keeping together is 
progress. 

Working together is 
success.  .” 

Henry Ford  
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Membership 
Orientation/

Reorientation 
Saturday, 

 September 6, 2008  
10:30 am 

at the home of 
Nancy Rohm 

 
Come welcome our 
honored guests…  

the newest members 
of our club! 
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Check out the website for  
more club information & calendar of events. 
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